Adult Service Agencies Involved in Transition Planning
	Information and advocacy service agencies
	These organizations, which may include disability-specific groups, state legal advocacy services, and groups, that support parents of children with disabilities, offer valuable information and assistance in various areas.

	County human services agencies
	Counties may offer services for individuals with developmental disabilities, who have an IQ score of 70 or less and who have adaptive behavioral needed.  Service coordinators help individuals design a plan and identify the supports that may be needed to implement the plan.  They may contract with private not-for-profit agencies in local communities that are designated as community service boards.  These organizations typically provide a range of services related to employment, independent living, and community participation.

	Residential service agencies
	Various residential programs are designed specifically for individuals with disabilities.  In addition to supplying housing, the programs may provide supervision and guidance for residents and provide access to community experiences, including other supportive services needed to live and work in the community.

	State vocational rehabilitation service agencies
	State vocational rehabilitation counselors work in cooperation with educators and other service providers to assist students in making a successful transition to work.  Services available through vocational rehabilitation agencies may include service coordination related to employment, guidance, counseling, job placement assistance, purchase of services related to postsecondary education, supported employment, and transportation to work.  Cost and no-cost service options may be available.  Individuals may need to meet eligibility requirements for cost services

	Social security administration
	The Social Security Administration provides information related to Social Security and Medicaid benefits.  Additional services include medical benefits through Medicaid.  A youth with a disability can apply 6 months before they turn 18.  The enrollment process can take up to a year.

	Postsecondary education/college disability service representatives
	After some initial investigation of acceptance into a postsecondary setting, disability service personnel from a trade school, community college, or university may join the team.  These professionals can assist students with disabilities to select courses and obtain the supports necessary to succeed in the postsecondary education setting.


	Consultants with specialties related to specific disabilities
	Examples include mobility to orientation specialists, speech-language therapists or audiologists, psychologists, or rehabilitation engineers.

	Work force centers
	Operating under state departments of labor and employment, these centers (sometimes referred to as One-Stop Career Centers) offer vocational services such as work registration, job referrals, career guidance and counseling, employment-related skill development (e.g., interviewing, networking, resume writing) and more.  The centers work closely with state vocational rehabilitation division as need to obtain more intensive services for some individuals.

	Independent living centers
	These centers provide a variety of services to people with disabilities to help them function more independently in their home, workplace, and community.  There may be a small fee for some services.  Contact the state vocational rehabilitation office for the independent living center nearest you.
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