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Principles of Self Determination





FREEDOM to make choices





AUTHORITY over services and supports





RESPONSIBILITY for organizing resources





SUPPORTS necessary to live in the community








How Do I Apply? 


Complete the DDA application by age 14.  Applications are available on line at �HYPERLINK "http://www.ddamaryland.org"�www.ddamaryland.org� or they may be available from the local school system.


 What Are the Transitioning Youth Eligibility Criteria?


Maryland resident*; 





21 years old; and 





A DDA determination of Developmental Disability is severe, chronic disability that*:


is attributable to a physical or mental impairment other than a sole diagnosis of mental illness;


results in the need to have services which are individually planned and coordinated;  


results in a need for services that are likely to continue indefinitely; 


occurred before the age of 22; and 


results in the inability to live independently.


*Health General Article §7-101 Annotated Code of Maryland.


Note: A diagnosis of a developmental disability does not mean a person is automatically eligible.





DDA Medicaid Waiver eligibility; 





Important information to understand:


DDA funded services are not an entitlement.


Some eligible people may have to be placed on a waiting list for services.


Transitioning Youth funding is allocated on a first- come, first- served basis.  


Services are contingent upon the DDA having available funding.


  








Frequently Asked Questions





Overview


Transitioning from high school can be both an exciting and stressful process for young adults and their families as they consider their future goals and plans.  For people with developmental disabilities, one option to consider is employment services and supports from the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA).  


The DDA administers specified funding allocated for Transitioning Youth (TY) for employment, training, and day supports and services.  Eligibility for the TY category begins July 1st after the student’s 21st birthday.  








The DDA is the primary state agency that funds community-based services and supports for people with developmental disabilities.


The DDA works closely with other federal, state and local agencies to ensure that people access all appropriate, available resources to which they are entitled and/or eligible.


For more information on the community-based services funded by DDA, please visit: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ddamaryland.org"�www.ddamaryland.org� 











Maryland Transitioning Youth Website – �HYPERLINK "http://www.mdtransition.org"�www.mdtransition.org�


Maryland Department of Disabilities - �HYPERLINK "http://www.mdod.maryland.gov"�www.mdod.maryland.gov�


Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services - �HYPERLINK "http://www.dors.state.md.us/dors"�www.dors.state.md.us/dors�














For additional information or questions contact the DDA Regional Office





Central Maryland


1401 Severn St.


Baltimore, MD 21230


410-234-8200


Serving: Anne Arundel, Baltimore City, Baltimore, Harford, and Howard Counties





Southern Maryland


312 Marshall Ave.  Laurel, MD 20707


301-362-5100


Serving: Calvert, Charles, Montgomery, Prince George's, and St. Mary's Counties





Western Maryland


1360 Marshall St.


Hagerstown, MD 21740


301-791-4670


Serving: Allegany, Carroll, Frederick, Garrett, and Washington Counties





Eastern Shore


1500 Riverside Dr.


Salisbury, MD 21802


410-334-6920


Serving: Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne's, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico, and Worcester Counties





DDA Website – � HYPERLINK "http://www.ddamaryland.org" �www.ddamaryland.org�














Resources and References








The DDA believes that all people with developmental disabilities CAN work, and contribute to their community, when given opportunity, training, and supports that build on their strengths.  Progress towards a person’s employment goals, barriers to employment and the most integrated setting in which the person can be successful will be addressed on an ongoing basis. The following DDA day and employment services are listed in the order of most integrated service first:





Supported Employment Services are community-based services to assist a person with finding and maintaining employment, or establishing their own business, in the community. Supports, often through the assistance of a job coach, vary in intensity, depending on the person’s needs. Supports can be ongoing or fade over time. 





Employment Discovery and Customization Services are time-limited, community-based services (3-months period) designed to provide discovery, customization, and training activities to assist a person in gaining competitive employment at an integrated job site where the person is receiving comparable wages.  Services include, but are not limited to: community-based situational assessments; job development; job and task analysis activities; job training; work skill training; modification of work materials, procedures, and protocols; etc 





Community Learning Services are community-based services that assist people in developing the skills and social supports necessary to gain employment; promote positive growth, and; provide activities, special assistance, support, and education. Services are highly individualized and can include, but are not limited to: self-determination/self-advocacy training; support to attend workshops and classes; peer mentoring; volunteer activities; activities that promote health, socialization, etc. 





Traditional Day Habilitation services are facility-based services designed to provide structured activities to increase or maintain motor, communication, personal hygiene, leisure skills and community integration. 





Employment and Other Day Services and Supports





Resource Coordination Services


Resource coordination services assist people in accessing the DDA and other service delivery systems, services, and resources.  Resource coordinators support people in making choices that promote personally defined goals of independence, integration, and personal satisfaction.  Resource coordinators assist eligible people one year prior to their eligibility for TY funding
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DDA Employment and Other Day Services and Supports
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